2nd Sunday of Easter

Divine Mercy Sunday

27th April

St Osmund’s Catholic Church, Gainford

FoodBank: The Well:
46 East Green, West Auckland. DL14
9H]J. Opening times: Wednesday-Friday
9am - 3pm

Items may be left at the Foodbanks
during their opening times or placed in St.
Osmund’s Church porch.

Please Pray for:

The sick of the Parish: Patrick
Doherty, Nico Human, Alexandra Jiingst,
Kate Konig, Patrick Heffernan, Hilary
Fletcher, Mike Griffiths, Luca Gallucci,
Pat Aveson and Susan Hunton
Offertory
If you wish to make your donations directly
to St. Osmund’s. Bank account details are:
HSBC: D.H & N Gainford St. Osmund’s.
Account No. 41164015.

Sort Code 40-34-18.
Safeguarding
The Parish operates in accordance with
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and
Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency
(CSSA) and Diocese’s policies and
procedures at all times. Details of our
Parish Safeguarding Representative can be
found on the notice board in the porch
and the Parish Centre, or alternatively the
Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be

contacted on 0191 2433305 oOr
at safeguarding@diocesehn.org.uk

St Vincent de Paul Society and CAFOD

The St Vincent de Paul Society and
CAFOD are working together to offer a
week of free residential work experience
for 20 young adults in England and Wales.
The experience will run from 22nd 27th
June in London. Candidates must be aged
have completed their first or second year
at university and have a passion for social
justice. Applications close on the 20th
April. For any queries, please contact
KeziaH@svp.org.uk

St. Osmund’s Parish Gainford

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas Mason e-mail: gainford.stosmund@rcdbn.org.uk

Tel: 01833 631457 Mobile: : 07876 308657
Website: www.stosmunds.co.uk

Hogarth Partnership

St Anne, St Augustine, St Mary, St Osmund, Holy Family, St Teresa, St Thomas Aquinas, SS William & Francis De Sale

The 2nd Sunday of Easter
Theme: Touch me
‘Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your band, and place it in
my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered bim, My Lord and
my Godl’
St Osmund’s will be open for Parish Mass on
Tuesdays at 10.00am.
Sunday 27th April 9.30am
Saturday 3rd May 6.30pm
Sunday 11th May 9.30am
Saturday 17th May 6.30pm
Sunday 25th May 9.30am
Peace for the people of Ukraine
We continue to pray earnestly for peace in Ukraine, joining the Holy
Father in bis consecration of Russia and Ukraine to Our Lady’
Immaculate Heart — may her prayers bring a swift end to the conflict, and
consolation to the bereaved and to the many thousands of refugees.

Jubilee 2025:We celebrate this year of pilgrimage and prayer,
celebration and reconciliation, seeking to be Pilgrims of Hope
There’s more information about the Jubilee Year on the Diocesan
website at https://wwwbit.ly/DHNjubilee2025.

To aid your journey through this jubilee year, copies of a
companion booklet are available at the back of church. A
donation of £1 is suggested.

Relaunch of the Diocesan Youth Council

YMT and the Diocese are thrilled to announce the upcoming
relaunch of the Diocesan Youth Council, a vital platform for the
voices of young people in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle.
This initiative, paused during the COVID-19 pandemic, offers a
space for young leaders to develop skills and engage in meaningful
dialogue about the future of our Church.

The first meeting is scheduled for Sunday 18 May 2025, at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Newcastle, from 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm. We are actively
seeking motivated students from Year 9 and above to join this
transformative council.

For more details on the council, how to nominate candidates, and to
view the full announcement, visit: https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/
announcing-the-relaunch-of-the-diocesan-youth-council/
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2nd Sunday of Easter
First reading Acts 5:12-16

More than ever believers were added to the Lord,
multitudes of both men and women.

Many signs and wonders were regularly done among the
people by the hands of the Apostles. And they were all
together in the Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest
dared join them, but the people held them in high
esteem. And more than ever believers were added to the
Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that they
even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them
on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his
shadow might fall on some of them. The people also
gathered from the towns round Jerusalem, bringing the
sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they
were all healed.

Responsorial Psalm 118(117):2-4,22-27a. R1

Give praise to the Lord for he is good, his mercy
endures for ever.

Let the house of Israel say,

‘His mercy endures for ever.’

Let the house of Aaron say,

‘His mercy endures for ever.’

Let those who fear the Lord say,

‘His mercy endures for ever.’

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

By the Lord has this been done,

a marvel in our eyes.

This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice in it and be glad.

We beseech you, O Lord, grant salvation;
we beseech you, O Lord, grant success.
Blest is he who comes

in the name of the Lord.

We bless you from the house of the Lord;
the Lord is God, and has given us light.

Second reading Revelation 1:9-13,17-19

‘I died, and behold I am alive for evermore.’

I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and
the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus,
was on the island called Patmos on account of the word
of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on
the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a
trumpet saying, “Write what you see in a book and send
it to the seven churches.’

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me,
and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in
the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man,
clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash round
his chest. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though
dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, ‘Fear not,
I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and
behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of
Death and Hades. Write therefore the things that you
have seen, those that are and those that are to take place
after this.’
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27th April
Sequence

Victimae Paschali Laudes
Christians, to the Paschal Victim
offer sacrifice and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb;
and Christ, the undefiled,
hath sinners to his Father reconciled.
Death with life contended:

combat strangely ended!
Life’s own Champion, slain,

yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary:

say what thou didst see

upon the way:.
The tomb the Living did enclose;
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!
The angels there attesting;
shroud with grave-clothes resting.
Christ, my hope, has risen:
he goes before you into Galilee.
That Christ is truly risen

from the dead we know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!

Gospel Acclamation John 20:19-31

Alleluia, alleluia.

You believed, Thomas, because you have seen me, says
the Lord. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed. Alleluia.

Gospel John 20:19-31

Eight days later, Jesus came.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, ‘Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is
withheld.’

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples
told him, “We have seen the Lord’. But he said to them,
‘Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place
my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand
into his side, I will never believe.’

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.’
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God! Jesus
said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.’



2nd Sunday of Easter Divine Mercy Sunday 27th April

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the The Cycle of Prayer

disciples, which are not written in this book; but these Human Work

are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Especially on St Joseph the Worker —1 May

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may Background

have life in his name. The commemoration of St Joseph the Worker on 1 May
Copyright: The readings are from the Jerusalem Bible published by was instituted by Pius XITI in 1953. It proposes the
Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 2019 example and intercession of Joseph as worker and
Feast Days this Week provider. Prayer

Monday 28th April: St George

Tuesday 29th April: St Catherine of Siena
Wednesday 3o0th April: St Pius V
Thursday 1st May: St Joseph the Worker
Friday 2nd May: St Athanasius

Saturday 3rd May: Sts Philip and James

God our Father, creator and ruler of the universe,
in every age you call men and women
to develop and use their gifts for the good of others.
With St Joseph as our example and guide,
belp us to do the work you have asked

and come to the rewards you have promised.
Roman Missal (adapted)

Reflection on the Readings

The Gift of Peace

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin was archbishop of Chicago. He was told in August 1996 that a cancer which bad been in remission
had returned and that be bad only a short time to live. He died the following November. During those two months he wrote a
book covering the previous three years of his life, entitled, “The Gift of Peace’. One of the most difficult experiences of those last
three years of his life was a much publicised accusation of misconduct which was made against him by a young man called
Stephen. He subsequently withdrew the accusation and acknowledged that it was false. In bis book Cardinal Bernardin describes
the reconciliation which be initiated with his accuser. Stephen was dying of AIDS at the time, and at their meeting be offered the
cardinal an apology which was gently accepted. Cardinal Bernardin offered Stephen a gift, a Bible in which he had inscribed
words of loving forgiveness. Then bhe showed him a one bundred year old chalice, a gift to the cardinal from a man who asked him
to celebrate Mass sometime for Stephen. That Cardinal Bernardin celebrated Mass there and then. He described his meeting with
Stephen as the most profound and unforgettable experience of reconciliation in bis whole priestly life.

In today’s gospel we find the first disciples dispirited and terrified after the death of Jesus. They have to confront their failure to be
faithful to Jesus in the bour of his passion and death. They are in a buddle, baving locked themselves away in a room. Suddenly
_Jesus stands among them and says to them, ‘Peace be with you’ and breathes the Holy Spirit upon them. The risen Lord was
reconciling his failed disciples to himself; they came to recognise themselves as forgiven, and, so their hearts were filled with joy.
Having experienced the gift of the Lord's forgiveness, they are sent out in the power of the Spirit to offer to others the gift of
forgiveness they bave recerved. “Those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven’. That gift and mission is given to all of us who
bave been baptised into the risen Jesus. Having been reconciled to the Lord we are all sent out as ministers of reconciliation. The
sacrament of reconciliation is, of course, a privileged moment of reconciliation, when we receive anew the Lords forgiveness and
extend that forgiveness to those who have burt us. However; there are other, more frequent, moments of reconciliation: the daily
forgiveness of our brothers and sisters; the speaking of the bard words, I am sorry’ and the gracious acceptance of another’s offer of
apology. In these moments, Jesus is standing in our midst, belping us to break out of situations that can be draining of life for
everyone involved.

Thomas had not been in the room when the risen Lord appeared to the other disciples. He had missed out on the Lord’s bestowal of
the gifts of peace and forgiveness. Thomas seems to have cut himself off from the community of the disciples. He bad gone off on his
own to nurse bhis wounds, and so he missed out on the Lord’s presence in the midst of the fearful and failed disciples. He is not
unlike so many today who, for a variety of reasons, bave cut themselves off from the church. When we cut ourselves off from the
communaty of believers, we lose out greatly. For all its flaws and failings, the church is the place where we encounter the risen
Lord. The Lord continues to stand among the community of disciples, especially when we gather in worship and pray, when we
gather to serve others in the Lord’s name. It is there that we bear the Lord say, ‘Peace be with you', that we experience bis
forgiveness for our past failures, that we bear the call to go out in his name as his witnesses, that we recezve the Holy Spirit to
empower us to be faithful to that mission. The community of disciples reached out to Thomas; they shared their newfound faith
with bim, their Easter faith, ‘We bave seen the Lord’. Those first disciples remind us of our calling to keep reaching out in faith to
all those who, for whatever reason, bave drifted away from the community of believers and no longer gather with us. If we do so,
we may encounter the same negative response that the first disciples experienced from Thomas, ‘I refuse to believe’.

Yet, even though our efforts may fail, as the efforts of the disciples failed, we know that the Lord will keeps reaching out to us
when we cut themselves off from the community of faith, just as the Lord reached out to Thomas. ‘Doubt no longer’, be said to
him, ‘but believe’. Then, out of the mouth of the sceptic came one of the greatest acts of faith in all of the gospels, My Lord and my
God'’. Thomas Merton wrote in his book Asian_Journal, ‘Faith is not the suppression of doubt. It is the overcoming of doubt, and
you overcome doubt by going through it. The man of faith who bas never experienced doubt is not a person of faith’. There was a
great honesty about Thomas; be didn’t pretend to believe when be didn’t. The gospel suggests that such honesty is never very far
from authentic faith. {MH] associationofcatholicpriests.ie
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Pope Francis — Requiescat in Pace

I’'m sure that I don’t need to let you know the sad news that Pope Francis died early on Monday morning.
Naturally our main response is to pray for his soul, and now that we have completed the Easter Octave, the
parish Mass on Tuesday will be a Requiem Mass offered for him.

Born in December 1936 in Buenos Aires, he was baptised as Jorge Mario Bergoglio. He was the first child of his
parents, with four siblings coming along later. His parents had moved from Italy to Argentina. In the 1950s he
entered seminary, initially preparing to become a diocesan priest; however, he felt the further call to the
religious life and entered the Jesuits in 1958. Having been ordained a priest, he fulfilled various roles including
some time in Frankfurt for further studies.

In 1992 he was appointed as an Auxiliary Bishop of Buenos Aires, and in 1998 succeeded Cardinal Quarracino as
Archbishop. On becoming a Bishop he chose the motto ‘miserando atque eligendo’ (being seen with mercy and
chosen), which comes from a homily of S. Bede on the call of S. Matthew. As Archbishop he was noted for
focusing the Church’s attention increasingly in the slum areas of the city, ensuring more priests were based
there and visiting himself a number of times. In 2001 he was appointed Cardinal by S. John Paul II.

In 2013 Pope Benedict XVI abdicated, the first time this has happened freely since 1294. He had been fighting
hard on two significant fronts — against financial corruption within the Vatican, and to improve the Church’s
response to clerical abuse. He considered that these two matters needed a younger and therefore stronger hand
in order to deal with them effectively. On the fifth ballot, Cardinal Bergoglio was elected, and chose the name
‘Francis’. Appearing shortly afterwards on the balcony of S. Peter’s asking all of us to pray for him, before giving
his first blessing.

During his time as Pope, he continued the emphasis on reaching out, especially to the poor and marginalised.
Connected with his choice of papal name, he saw encounter with the poor as an essential part of ministry —
never merely doing things for them, but genuinely meeting with them.

He also spoke powerfully on the subject of peace. During every conflict which arose he would call on all sides
to cease fighting. Sometimes criticised for not taking sides in conflict, his main concern was for those who were
affected by conflict — for example, speaking almost daily with the Catholic parish in Gaza during the Israeli
invasion. A number of times he called for specific days of prayer and fasting for peace as particular conflicts
caused devastation.

He continued Benedict XVI’s work on care for the environment (our common home, as he called it), and in
particular seeing humanity as part that environment rather than opposed to it. Seeing a true nurturing of
humanity as part of any true environmentalism, at a time when some environmentalists seem to see humans as
a problem rather than part of God’s good creation.

He was not averse from using blunt language when needed, for example comparing abortion to hiring an
assassin.

As he suffered in his final illness, he continued to seek to be close to his people — no doubt hastening his own
death in the process. He appeared during the Easter celebrations, and though unable to speak to the crowds,
gave his blessing and had his message read out. His final words to us all should remain with us:

Love has triumphed over hatred, light over darkness and truth over falsehood. Forgiveness has triumphed over
revenge. Christ fills us with the certainty that we too are called to share in the life that knows no end, when the
clash of arms and the rumble of death will be heard no more. Let us entrust ourselves to him, for he alone can
make all things new — Fr. Thomas.

Holy Island SVP Vinnies Camp- Volunteering is a They are also keen to attract people who would like to
Work of Heart help by volunteering in the Kitchen/Dining room and
Holy Island Children's Camp is looking for new with caretaking. Term Time Camps need lots of
volunteers to help in their Holiday Centre on Holy volunteers if they are to survive. If you could find a few
Island. They are in need of young adults to help the days in term time to help out with serving meals,
children have a great week's holiday on the island in prepping salads and washing dishes they would be truly
Summer 2025. Full training and support will be given and grateful. By running term time camps, Summer Vinnies
would suit someone wanting to give back to the Holidays for children can be sustained.
Community by helping 9—12-year-olds have fun for a Further information can be found at https://svp.org.uk/
week. microsite/ozanam-camp or if you'd like to chat about the

role please email BarbaraT@svp.org.uk

Best wishes for a safe happy and healthy week ahead \%
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